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What is this "Empowering The Industry" about with AMD
OpenSIL?
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Disclaimer
The presentation contains my own private opinions, thoughts and speculations, not my employers. The

information contained in the presentation may not be accurate and simply aims to spark a discussion.

Historical data for coreboot x86 silicon support has been extracted with git.
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AMD and Intel silicon support in open-source firmware
Intel:

Has quite strong monopoly on x86 open-source firmware (EDK2, SBL, coreboot, FSP)

Very stable and dominant in coreboot tree (except old FSP1.x boards)

Lots of (never-ending) speculative vulnerabilities

AMD

Almost not present in open-source firmware frameworks besides coreboot (EDK2 contributions only

recently)

Early silicon support was fully open-source (native, AGESA/CIMx) until mid 2014 with introduction of

BinaryPI (binary AGESA) and later AMD FSP

Open-source firmware support for new AMD platforms nearly didn’t exist between 2015 and 2020

due to economical situation of AMD

Older silicon parts are not very stable in coreboot tree, often dropping from main branch (famous

KGPE-D16 and others), unmaintained with poor code quality

AMD restores its position in open-source firmware ecosystem with OpenSIL
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AMD and Intel silicon support in coreboot historically
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AMD OpenSIL introduction

https://www.amd.com/en/blogs/2023/empowering-the-industry-with-open-system-firmware-.html
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AMD OpenSIL - "Empowering The Industry"

https://www.amd.com/en/blogs/2023/empowering-the-industry-with-open-system-firmware-.html
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Bonus
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Closing Thoughts
"Empowering The Industry" ? Time will show.

Empowering small businesses right now? Definitely.

AMD slowly regains its position in open-source firmware ecosystem

They are way ahead of Intel in terms of new features and design
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Q&A
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